Data Driven Decision Making for

Extended School Year (ESY) Services Eligibility

Parker County Co-op

August, 2011
Extended School Year

Extended school year (ESY) services are defined as individualized instructional programs beyond the regular school year for eligible students with disabilities.

The ARD committee determines whether a child will receive ESY.  The IEP developed for ESY must include goals. Objectives are required for students participating in the STAAR Alternative.

Texas Guidance:  http://www.state.tx.us/secial.ed/resources/esy.html 

ESY should be provided when the following will occur without the service:
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Placement in a more restrictive instructional arrangement (the child will need more time in the special education setting)
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Significant loss of acquired skills necessary for the student to appropriately progress in the general curriculum (IE:  in May, the child had mastered certain skills. It is now 6-8 weeks back into the new school year and the child is no where near that same level of proficiency.  You have spent over 2 months going over TEKS the child appeared to know in May.)
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Significant loss of self-sufficiency in self-help skill areas as evidenced by an increase in the number of direct service staff and/or amount of time required to provide special education or related services (Additional therapy or assistance is now required.  Where the student did not need as much 1:1 assistance, he now needs it again.)
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Loss of access to community-based independent living skills instruction or an independent living environment provided by noneducational sources as a result of regression in skills (due to such a regression in skills, they no longer quality for the group home or independent living conditions)
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Loss of access to on-the-job training or productive employment as a result of regression in skills (loss of job or training due to regression is so severe)

How do we really know that there was regression?

Only data can tell if a student regressed.

You must document where they were before a break in order to know they regressed.
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Document where each child is on each objective you are working on your copy of the IEP.  
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In August, review that data from May.
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Begin testing students in which you are concerned about using Brigance, teacher made tests, CBM, etc to get data you will need in specific areas.  Use the Level of Functioning form to document data collection in the fall and after breaks.
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All decisions for ESY recommendations must come from a team – no one teacher/therapist can make a unitary recommendation.  There must be agreement that the student met the criteria for regression and the need for ESY.
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Complete the ESY Supplement in eSped to document the need for ESY.  Discuss at the annual review ARD meeting if sufficient data is available at that time.
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When a student received ESY the previous year, refer to the ESY Summary Report from to assist in determining the benefit of ESY in previous years.

ESY ARD Meeting:
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Did you document the specific objectives that showed regression?
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The ARD committee will determine how much time it actually takes to work on that one objective.
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If there is more than one objective, how much time realistically does it take to work on them for the “session”.
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Who realistically can work with the students?  Does it have to be a professional?
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Where can the IEP be worked on?  Does it have to be at school?
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How many times per week, per summer does the student realistically need to work on the IEP to prevent regression?
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Did you write goals and objectives for ESY?
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